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Election Récap: Up, Down, or Sidewise?
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Featuring Ken Lawler, FDGA Foundatioy chair
and the FDGA research team
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Nationwide turnout down 2% (3M votes) from 2020
Georgia’s record voter turnout increased 2"¥ most in the U.S.

Turnout change from 2020

-9.4%

+10%

+5.6%

+5%

Sources:
Cook Political Report. >99% votes counted in all states

Federal Election Commission 2020 final report

Record GA Turnout
2d highest growth in

u.S.

.

FairDistrictsGA
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Many counties shifted right across the country
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SHIFT SINCE 2020
Smaller

To Dems\ //To GOP

Larger shift
< At least 35% counted <= 90%

& Hover over an area to view details

U.S.
2020 2024 | Shift
;"T'her'gwere,bigss'/vy t
_~-.Republicans in-New York City.; K
i CREX I TIbea Republican | 46.8% | 49.81 [ +3.01
%
Democrat 51.3% | 48.33 -2.97
%
Winning 4.5 1.48 +5.98
margin % D %R % R
FairDistrictsGA

County, which shifted~
19 points rightward}’
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Georgia shifted slightly right overall, but many counties shifted left
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Georgia’s shift was less than all but 6 states

State shifts relative to 2020 vote

@ Won by Harris

@ Won by Trump

Trump +10 FL
NY
X
Trump +8% MA s
IL ID
RI TN
SC
Trump +6% HE or NJ
NV A pRLY
MD
Shift in CA or VAHNK, g ut
o M ND wv
2024 [ A SR
margin OH | WY
g . Mg\lE
Vi A
Trump +2% ME o i OK
WI
0%
. Cco
Harris +2
Biden +50 2020 presidential margin Trump +50

Sources: U.S. Election Atlas, Post Pulse modeled vote margin

THE WASHINGTON POST

Georgia U.S.
2020 | 2024 Shift [ 2020 | 2024 | Shift

Republican | 49.3 50.7 +14 | 46.8 | 4981 +3.01
%

Democrat 49.5 48.5 -1.0 51.3 | 48.33 | -297
%

Winning 0.2 2.2 +2.4 4.5 1.48 +5.98

margin % D % R % R % D %R % R

Sources: Washington Post, Cook Political

Report. >99% votes counted
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Georgia’s swing to the right is a small shift in a

longer-term pattern

Shifts in margin of victory, by state
Width of lines represent each state's electoral votes.

«— MORE DEM.
+40 +20 EVEN +20

2012
2016

2020

Rhode Island Georgia Florida

2024

Note: Data as of 4 a.m., Wednesday. Only states with over 95 percent of votes counted are shown.

New York Times

Source: NY Times

MORE REP. —

+40

By The

12/12/24
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Georgia’s swing to the right is a small shift in a
longer-term pattern

2024 +1.0 pts.

+2.5 pts. more Rep.

C

2020

2016 Atlanta and suburbs

Georgia 16 counties

| -

FairDistrictsGA

Source: NY Times 12/12/24




Georgia is still a competitive, swing state for statewide races.

Statewide vote

GOP vs Dem statewide vote share share = avg. of
) _ President,
—=—GOP State-wide vote —e—Dem State-wide vote Governor, US
60% Senate
Swing state
25%
= 5006 —
<
0
L
= 45%
40%
35% 12/12/24
S & > L @ O 0 B> o W N D
S & & N AN NN 9 g
O S A O R | -
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Source: FDGA analysis of SoS election data




Notable election results

U.S. Senate
- Republicans flipped 4 seats

U.S. House (218 required to control)
- Republicans 220
- Democrats 215
- Majority + 2 seats = two less than 2022
GA Senate
- 33R-23D
- Identical to 2022

GA House

- 100R-80D l

- Democrats gained 2 seats FairDistrictsGA
12/12/24
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Impact on Redistricting

. Georgia’s math hasn’t changed, but the national
mood has

. Federal help isn't coming soon
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Ohio Voters Had a Chance to Stop
Gerrymandering...

2015: OH Constitutional Amendment to
require fair maps for state legislature, drawn
by political commission - 71% voted in favor

2018: OH Constitutional Amendment adds
Congressional maps to same process — 75%
voted in favor

2021: Political commission refuses to draw
maps complying with OH Constitution

2024 Issue 1 on the ballot to replace L0 ON ISSUE
political commission with independent
citizens’ commission

N , I
— STOP GERRYMANDERING =

FairDistrictsGA FairDistrictsGA

FOUNDATION




- ...but voters were duped by unfair
ballot language!

The proposed amendment would:

1. Repeal constitutional protections against gerrymandering approved
by nearly three-quarters of Ohio electors...

2. Establish a new taxpayer-funded commission of appointees
required to gerrymander the boundaries of state legislative

and congressional districts to favor either of the two largest political
parties...

8. Limit the right of Ohio citizens to freely express their opinions to
members of the commission or to commission staff regarding
the redistricting process or proposed redistricting plans...

Issue 1 fails 53.8% - 46.2% ll

FairDistrictsGA FalrDistrictsGA

apar & armendmant wil be effective 30 days sar e slecti FOUNDATION
12 e 12/12/24 '
o] T Source: Ohio Secretary of State — actual ballot language
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State of Democracy was top issue to many voters,

although heavily weighted to Democrats
Which ONE of these five issues mattered most in deciding how you voted for president?

Foreign policy (4%)
Abortion (14%)
The economy (32%)

Immigration (12%)

The state of democracy
(34%)

Foreign policy (4%)
Abortion (14%)
The economy (40%)

Immigration (11%)

The state of democracy
(28%)

Nationally

Georgia voters
NOT ENOUGH DATA

Source: NBC News exit poll of 10 key states, 12/2/24

12/12/24
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How did 2023 maps affect the election?

. Altered districts
. Competitive districts

. Party control
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Defining Contested and Competitive Races

. Contested race:

- Generally: Atleast 2 candidates

- In this presentation: Atleast 2 candidates in
November general election

. Competitive race:
- Margin of victory <= 7%
- Vote totals: winner <=53.5%, loser >=46.5%

T W
12/12/24' _-




Congressional races swept by incumbents. Redesigned
districts performed exactly as planned.

Projected partisan

2024 Election result

District = Reason for change Incumbent? lean ('18-'22) % Rep vote % Demvote Jincumbent win? Competitive?

GA1l Yes - R 57.4% 62% 38% Yes No

GA2 Yes - D 54.8% 43.7% 56.3% Yes No

GA3 No 65.9% 66.3% 33.7% N/A No

GA4 Yes -D 79.3% 24.4% 75.6% Yes No

GAS5 Yes - D 87.4% 14.3% 85.7% Yes No
Court-ordered Black

GA6 district Yes-D 75.0% 25.3% 74.7% Yes No
Unnecessary partisan

GA7 take-back Yes - R 61.8% 64.9% 35.2% Yes No

GA8 Yes - R 65.1% 68.9% 31.1% Yes No

GA9 Yes - R 68.1% 69% 31% Yes No

GA10 Yes - R 61.5% 63.1% 37.0% Yes No

GA1ll Yes - R 62.3% 67.3% 32.7% Yes No

GA12 Yes - R 56.5% 60.3% 39.7% Yes No

GA13 Yes - D 71.4% 28.2% 71.8% Yes No

GA14 Yes - R 69.7% 64.4% 35.6% Yes No

16 12/12/24
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Unfair Congressional advantage maintained despite

narrowing partisan margin since 2010

Republican seats won
o = N w AN (&) (o)) ~ e} ©

T =
o BB

GOP Statewide vote share vs. GOP Congressional seats share

mmm GOP Congressional Seats

GA gains

1 seat

—a—GOP State-wide vote

New map
shifts 1
seat

9R -5D

2010

2012

2014 2016 2018 2020-21

2022

2024

57%
56%
55%
54%
53%
52%
51%
50%
49%
48%
47%

46%

GOP statewide vote share

Source: FDGA analysis of SoS election data

12/12/24
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Georgia State Senate Results

Dothan

FairDistrictsGA

Tallahassee

acksonville

| W -

FairDistrictsGA

FOUNDATION




State Senate map drawers effectively chose
their voters while complying with court order.

Altered districts

Predicted 2024 Election 2024 Election
partisan lean result result

(18-20-21-22) (% Rep vote) (% Dem vote) Winning margin Comment

District  Reason for change

Incumbent (R)
won SD42

SD17 Court-ordered
Black districts

Incumbent (R)
SD28 uncontested won SD6

Incumbent (D)
SD42 41.8% won SD44

"This map is designed to maintain the existing partisan

balance.”
| - -

- Senator Bill Cowsert, Committee Secretary, in redistricting hearings Bk
FairDistrictsGA  FairDistrictsGA

November-December 2023 FOUNDATION




No Senate races were competitive in 2024

2024
Predicted Election 2024 Election
partisan lean Predicted result result Winning
District  Incumbent? (18-20-22) competitive? (% Rep vote) (% Dem vote) margin Comment
Yes Just missed 7%
SD48 Yes 53.4% (6.8%) 53.58% 46.42% 7.16% competitive range

Next most competitive districts

No
SD37 Yes 56.2% (12.4%) 57.5% 42 .5% 15%
No
SD7 Yes 57.5% (15%) 45.0% 55.0% 10% Was competitive in 2022

| W -

FairDistrictsGA FairDistrictsGA

FOUNDATION




State Senate Map drove the outcome of the election

2023 Enacted remedy map
33 Republicans (+5) 23 Democrats (-5)

I Competitive (<7% margin) district: SD48
2024 Election result

33 Republicans (+5) 23 Democrats (-5)

Range of possible outcomes with fair maps and competition

29-31 Republicans (+1 to +3)
27-25 Democrats (-1 to -3)

2-6 competitive
districts

0 4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 40 44 48

FairDistrictsGA  FairDistrictsGA
Sources: FDGA analysis of 2024 election results and enacted DistrictsGA
maps. Princeton Gerrymandering Project 1M map simulation, 2021 12/12/24'
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Georgia State House Results

KockK Hill

Seneca

Dothan

FairDistrictsGA FalrDistrictsGA

FOUNDATION

acksonville

Tallahassee




State House map drawers effectively chose their

voters while complying with court order.
Altered districts

Predicted 2024 Election
partisan lean result

District  Reason for change (18-20-21-22) (% Rep vote)

HD74 Court-ordered - Uncontested
ook dstics 733%
HD117 Black districts Uncontested
HD81 partisan take-
backs

HD82

23 Note: District changes resulted in 3 D-D and 1 R-R pairings elsewhere on map 12/12/24'

2024 Election
result
(% Dem vote)

Incumbent (R) won
30.8% HD40

Winning
margin Comment

Incumbent (R) won
HD82
Incumbent (R) didn’t run

Incumbent (R) won
HD134

Incumbent (R) won
HD133

Incumbent (D) won
HD41

Incumbent (D) won
HD101

Incumbent (D) won

Incumbent (D) lost trictsGA

I
O
3]
S

FOUNDATION




State House election had 6 competitive races
and 3 unexpected wins

Predicted
partisan 2024 Election = 2024 Election
lean (18-20-  Predicted Actually result result Winning
District Incumbent? 21-22) competitive? competitive? (% Repvote) (% Dem vote) margin Comment
HD151 Yes-R 51.5% Yes No 100% Uncontested
Redistricting raised in
HD48 Yes-R 51.4% Yes No 54.9% 45.1% 9.8% debate
48 votes out
HD128 Yes-D 50.5% Yes Yes 49.91% 50.09% of 27,804 Court challenge filed
Partisan take-back
HD105 Yes-D 50.1% Yes Yes 50.1% 49.9% 0.2% district
HD99 Yes-R 51.3% Yes Yes 51.1% 48.9% 2.2%
HD53 Yes - R 51.4% Yes Yes 51.9% 48.1% 3.8%
HD108 Yes-D 52.5% Yes No 46.1% 53.9% 7.8%
Court-ordered Black
HD145 No 53.7% No Yes 49.5% 50.5% 1.0% district
HD150 Yes—D 54.0% No Yes 46.8% 53.3% 6.5%

FairDistrictsGA FairDistrictsGA

FOUNDATION




State House Map drove the outcome of the election

2023 enacted remedy map

98 Republicans (+8) ‘ 82 Democrats (-8)

! ‘7 Competitive (<7% margin) districts
2024 election

100 Republicans (+10)

83-86 Democrats (-4 to -7)

w. 11-20 competitive
districts

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 9 100 110 120 130 140 150 160 170 180

Source: FDGA analysis of 2024 election results and enacted maps. l l

Princeton Gerrymandering Project 1M map simulation, 2021 FairDistrictsGA FairDistrictsGA
Note: Excludes vacancies and legislators who switch parties after

25 | election. 12/ 12/24' _-




Almost no improvement in competition for the
General Assembly

Georgia General Assembly Contested vs. Competitive races (out of 236 total)

120 114 112 115

100

80

60

40

20

2018 2020/21 2022 2024

O Contested GGA Races O Victory Percent <=53.5%

Incumbents prevailed
* 91% ran ll

. ) —. S—
99% of those won Source: FDGA analysis of FairDistrictsGA Fa"?é%t.ﬂ'ﬁ?%

* 9% didn't run resulting in 25 new General SoS election data
26 Assembly members 12/12/24_-




27

Among contested State House races, Republicans slightly out-
performed Democrats compared to map projection

Election Result compared to District's Partisan Lean Projection
87 Contested State House Districts in 2024 Election- 2018-20-22 Index

A 10.0%
[=))] .
E Best-pI)Deerfrgrml ng Best-performing Rep
2
2 5.0%
)
>
(o]
) 2018-20-22
£ 0.0% projection per
g - district
b5
&
[0}
=]
=
2 -5.0%
v
Worst-
Worst-performing performing Rep
-10.0% - Rel |
D Leaning Districts R Leaning Districts All Contested Dist

Source: FDGA analysis of SoS election data



Conclusions

Black voters had more
districts to elect their
representatives

Redistricting worked
just as GOP designed

Most of newly drawn maps sorted voters into

Le g islators ge rrymandered uncompetitive, overwhelmingly Republican districts.

other districts to even the
score

Map design drove the
outcome of the election and
kept party control of the

ByMark Niesse
Mark.Niesse@ajc.com

and Michelle Baruchman
michelle.baruchman@ajc.com

The election played out just like Georgia Repub-
licans intended when they redistricted the state
last year.

With newly drawn districts, Republicans
maintained power and held every seat in Con-
gress and the state Senate, while losing only
two seats in the state House.

The results of the election were effectively

preordained because new Republican-drawn
mane enrted vntere inta the nnecamnaetitive die-

tricts, making them overwhelmingly Republi-
can or heavily Democratic, with the outcome
never in doubt.

Just 10 out of 236 seats in the General Assem-
bly were decided by a margin of 10 percentage
points or less. Of those, the parties split their wins
— five for Republicans and five for Democrats.

Republican legislators knew what they were
doing when they crafted new district bound-
aries, said Ken Lawler, chair of Fair Districts
GA, an organization that advocates for more
neutral maps.

“These people aren’t stupid. They have com-

Radietrirtine continiied nn R7

General ASSGmblY AJC — November 17. 2024

| W -

FairDistrictsGA  FairDistrictsGA

FOUNDATION

97% Safe seats = virtually no
competition
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Looking ahead

Free and Fair elections require fair, more competitive
maps

The election doesn’t change the path to reforming
redistricting in Georgia

Fair Districts GA will continue the fight to reform
redistricting.

What you can do:
- Ask legislators to take the Fair Districts pledge

- Spread the word: invite us to your community, post to your social
networks

- Joinus in 2025 for Lobby Day at the capitol lL
12/12/24' _-
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Focus: Mid-cycle Redistricting

12/12/24

Changes to maps between census cycles for partisan purposes

Four major waves / 71 districts altered since 2006

Solution: Pass a law banning mid-cycle redistricting

Circumstance

Districts changed

Motivation

2006 | 2004 election used court-drawn 13 Congressional | “We're fixing the Democratic
maps for General Assembly after | 11 Assembly gerrymander.”
court overturned 2001 Democratic
gerrymander
2012 | Redistricting for 2010 census 23 Assembly Produced super-majority in
completed in 2011 2012 election
2015 Mid-decade adjustments 17 Assembly “Make districts better for
incumbents to get re-elected”
2023 | Federal Court orders new Black 1 Congressional “We’re maintaining the

districts in Congress and General
Assembly maps. Legislature
evens the score through
unnecessary changes

6 Assembly

existing partisan advantage”




Announcing an exciting new way to support
Fair Districts!

« Fair Districts GA Foundation
| -

FairDistrictsGA - Supports research, education, communication,
_- & community programs

- Tax-deductible charity 501(c)(3)

W . Fair Districts GA

FairDistrictsGA

- - Supports legislative advocacy and lobbying
- Not tax deductible

FairDistrictsGA.org/Donate
All contribution up to $5000 matched through December 31

PayPal Thank you!
31 @FDGAven 12/12/24




Thank you

32

Join us for Lobby Day at
the Georgia Capitol

January 2025

Email: info@fairdistrictsga.org
Twitter: @FairDistrictsGA
Web: fairdistrictsga.org TBD
Facebook: @FairDistrictsGA

Instagram: @FairDistrictsGA

Your support made this program possible
— Thank you!

" | W -

PayPal FairDistrictsGA  FairDistrictsGA

FairDistrictsGA.org/donate  @FDGAven 12,12/24'_-
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