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The Travesty of 
Mid-cycle Redistricting
Fair Districts Georgia Town Hall
September 26, 2023.   7pm

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Linda
Welcome to our Fair District Georgia Town Hall.
This evening we will be discussing the Travesty of Mid Cycle Redistricting in Georgi
We will be starting in a few minutes. In the meantime, 
Please insure that your screen shows your full name. 
We would be grateful if you would post in the chat where your are joining us from.

Note that the meeting is being recorded
We’d love to hear your questions! Please put your questions in the chat and we will address them in a Q&A at the end of the presentation. 




Fair Districts GA 
supports stronger redistricting standards 
and a nonpartisan, transparent, accountable, 
redistricting process.
FDGA Presenters:

Karen Davenport krdavenport@bellsouth.net 
Mary Lou McCloskey  mlmccloskey@gmail.com 

Special Guest:
     Elena Parent, Georgia StateSenator, District 42
  Elena@elenaParent.com 
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Fair Districts GA is a non-profit, non-partisan organization that works to end electoral map rigging in Georgia.  

I’m Linda Gooding, emerita professor  of microbiology and immunology atEmory University School of Medicine, and a member of the FDGA education committee since 2016. Our first two speakers are also members of the FDGA education committee. 

Karen Davenport is our FDGA Education Chair since 2021, and former Decatur City Schools educaor and administrator and faculty member at Georgia State University.
Mary Lou McCloskey, is the former FDGA Education chair and Education Committee member since 2016.  She has been an author and teacher educator in the area of English for Speakers of Other Languages.  
We are also fortunate to welcome our special guest speaker,  Georgia State Senator Elena Parent whom we will further introduce later. 
�I’d like to welsome Karen Davenport, who will outline our presentation and tell us a bit about the history of gerrymandering in GA. 


mailto:krdavenport@bellsouth.net
mailto:mlmccloskey@gmail.com


Democracy Requries 
Free And Fair Elections- 

Two Sides Of A Coin-
   Voting Rights and

   Fair Maps
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It is always important to remember that our country’s Democracy requires free and Fair elections. 
Free and fair elections must have both voter rights and Fair maps.
Voting rights is defined as evey citizen having the right and opportunity to vote 
Fair Maps are defined as  maps that give ccitizens equal opportunities to be represented
Limiting voting rights and creating unfair maps are tools used by a minority representatives to exert power and control over the majority voting population.
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1. What is the history of 
redistricting in Georgia?

2. How does mid-cycle 
redistricting exacerbate  
unfair maps? 

3. What can we do to stop the 
travesty of mid-cycle 
gerrymandering?

Mid-Cycle Gerrymandering
Three Questions We Will Be Answering In Todays Town Hall
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Our focus today is on one particularly harmful type of gerrymandering – mid-cycle gerrymandering.
Here are the three big questions we will  address:
What is the history of Redistricting in Georgia? 
How does mid-cycle redistricting worsen unfair maps?
What can we do to stop the travesty of mid-cycle gerrymandering?

 We hope to leave you ready to join with us in the effort to force a change to how our legislators are elected in Georgia.  






1. What is The History of 
Redistricting in Georgia?
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Karen
Let’s start by reviewing a bit about what redistricting is, what gerrymandering is, and the history of redistricting and gerrymandering in Gerogia. 



What is Redistricting?
After every US Census, lines are 
redrawn for:

US House
GA House
GA Senate

In Georgia, the legislature draws the 
lines; the majority party controls the 
process.

GA 
Congressional 
Districts
 2022

Presenter Notes
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Every ten years there is an official count of  our state’s population that includes collecting  social and economic information such as occupations, ages, incomes. 
The census tells us who we are and where we are going as a nation and helps our government decide how to distribute funds and assistance to states and localities.  
Redistricting is the process of re drawing congressional and state legislative lines to create equal-sized districts.
Our Representatives are then  elected from these districts. 
When redistricting is conducted fairly it accurately reflects population changes, racial diversity, and community interests. �It is meant to be used by legislators to allocate representation equally in the US Congress and state legislature.
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FairVvote o

How Gerrymandering Works
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The law requires districts to have equal numbers of voters. But you can draw lines in ways that are strikingly unfair. 
When lines are not drawn fairly and equally, we call this gerrymandering. 
 The picture on the left shows a state with 50 precincts, with 60% blue voters and 40% red voters. 
We can organize these precincts into districts many ways.
In the middle picture, they have been organized so that every one of the 5 districts has a majority of blue voters. 
Divided this way, red voters will get no representation.
In the third picture, it looks like the red voters drew the lines, because, even though the majority of voters are blue,
red manages to get a majority of the districts. And voters are still not equally represented, this time  in the other direction. 



What’s at stake in redistricting

8

Legislators Win reelection with minimal effort and expense
• Stay in office for as long as they choose
 Gain influence and power as a member of the majority party
 Build a political career that can lead to higher office
 Serve their constituents

Parties Retain the majority, or even a supermajority in both GGA 
chambers
● Control what legislation is introduced and passed
● Control committee assignments and chairmanships
● Provide a career path for party legislators

Citizens Legislature should accurately represent voters’ choices
● Have a voice in state government and state law
● Be taken seriously by their legislator

What’s at Stake in Gerrymandering?
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When you look at this slide, you can see what’s at stake in redistricting. 
Win reelection with minimal effort and expense
LEGISLATORS ARE CHOOSING VOTERS, NOT THE OTHER WAY AROUND!
Parties can Retain the majority, or even a supermajority in both Georgia Senate and House legislative chambers
PARTIES CONTROL LEGISLATION, NOT VOTERS!
Citizens
Legislatures do not accurately represent voters’ choices
CITIZENS LOSE THEIR RIGHTFUL POWER TO CHOOSE!

Now I’d like to turn the floor over to Mary Lou McCloskey, who will tell us about how mid-cycle redistricting can make a bad situaation worse. 





2. How does mid-cycle 
redistricting exacerbate 
unfair maps? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

ML
First, let’s define mid cycle redistricting.  Our US constitution requires redistricting every 10 years, after the census. 
In many states this is the only time it is done. But the constitution leaves many of the rest of the decisions about how redistricting is done to the state legislatures.
In Georgia, the state legislature has decided to do redistricting more frequently, between censuses.
That is what mid-cycle gerrymandering is. It is redistricting done without waiting for a new census, of without being ordered by a court. 
As we will demonstrate, mid-cycle gerrymandering Is always done to gain political advantage.
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Democratic state-wide vote share vs. state House seat share 
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Court-drawn maps restored balance following Democratic 
gerrymander in 2001

Source:  Fair Districts GA analysis of GA Secy. of State voting data 10

Dem State-wide 
vote share = 
average of 
president, 
governor, U.S. 
Senate races
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Our first example of mid-cycle redistricting is from 2006.  To understand the backdrop, let’s recall the ugly Democratic gerrymander from 2001 and what happened as a result.

Following 2000 election, Democrats drew very badly gerrymandered maps.  In 2002, Democrats’ statewide vote share dropped below 50%, but they didn’t lose a single seat in the state house.
Republicans sued in Federal court and won.  

In 2004, the court drew a new state house map for the 2004 election.  In that election, Democrat vote share dropped further to 40.7% and they lost the majority in the state house.  That means that the map was fairer as Republican won majority of seats with majority of the votes.

Notes. 1) Vote share and seat share will never match exactly.  The idea is that if a party is gaining or losing vote share, they should gain or lose seats.  It is the trend that matters. But percentages won’t match exactly due to uneven distribution of population. 
2) This chart looks at the numbers from a Democratic perspective.  A Republican view of 2004 would show them with around 60% of the 2004 vote and 53% of seats, visible on the next slide.




Republican gained 10 seats in 2006 by redrawing court-drawn maps

Source:  Fair Districts GA analysis of GA Secy. of State voting data 11
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GOP State-wide 
vote share = 
average of 
president, 
governor, U.S. 
Senate races

53% = 
96 seats

GOP gained 10 
seats with same 
vote share

59% = 
106 seats

Court-
drawn 
maps – 
fair 
result

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This chart shows the result of Republicans’ mid-cycle change in 2006.

The 2004 election was the only one in the last 2 decades that used maps drawn by a court instead of politicians.  The result was considered fair.  Yet in 2006, Republican redrew the maps anyway.  Why?  As the chart shows, they were able to gain 10 seats even though their state-wide vote share stayed the same.  

Remember that vote share and seat share don’t have to match.  The trend is important. Flat vote share should mean flat seat share, all other things being equal.



Republicans gerrymandered the GA House in 2012

Source:  Fair Districts GA analysis of GA Secy. of State voting data 12

55.7%
53.3%

60%

66%

2010 2012
Existing maps                                              Republican maps

Republican state-wide vote share vs. state House seat 
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GOP State-wide vote % GOP Seats

GOP loses vote 
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GOP state-wide 
vote share = 
average of 
president, 
governor, U.S. 
Senate races
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Our second example of mid-cycle redistricting is from 2012.  Following the 2010 census, the Republican redrew the maps in 2011 in a special legislative session.  However, in the 2012 legislative session, they made more changes, altering 23 general assembly districts.  

In the 2012 election, Republicans’ state-wide vote share declined from 55.7% to 53.3%.  However, because the maps were tilted in their favor, they gained a super-majority in the State Senate and a near-super majority in the State House.  



Republicans gerrymandered the GA Senate in 2011

Source:  Fair Districts GA analysis of GA Secy. of State voting data 13
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Republican state-wide vote share vs. state Senate seat 
share

GOP State-wide vote % GOP Seats

GOP loses vote 
share but 
increases seats.

GOP state-wide 
vote share = 
average of 
president, 
governor, U.S. 
Senate races
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Here’s the same picture of the 2012 election result for the Georgia Senate.  We see the same pattern:  Lower Republican vote share but a gain in seats, enough to gain a super-majority, which can override a Governor’s veto.



Lawrenceville Cracked into 6 House Districts
2010—before redistricting 2011—after redistricting

Lawrenceville pop (2019) = 30,800
Average district (2021) = 59,500

103

105

102

104

101

107

106

104

Source: FDGA 
analysis

Lawrenceville pop (2010) = 28,500
Average district (2010) = 53,820

Example of Extreme 
Gerrymandering
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Here’s an example of how the gerrymandering was carried out in 2011 and 2012.  Lawrenceville, a city of 28,500 people, was almost 100% contained within house district 104.  After the maps were drawn in 2011 and changed again in 2012, Lawrenceville was cracked into 6 districts, despite it being small enough to still fit in 1 district.  Lawrenceville voters were disadvantaged by not having a representative that they could call their own.

Optional comments: 
Residents of small cities around Georgia have distinct needs regarding housing, employment, transportation, land use.  
That’s why the general assembly has long-considered ‘existing political subdivisions’ and communities of interest when they draw districts lines.  That all changed in the 2011 map.  
It appears that they now systemically break apart small cities across the state, reducing their representation in the General Assembly. 



General Assembly
Gerrymander Drawn by 

Republicans 
in 2015
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Here’s our third example of mid-cycle gerrymandering in GA from 2015. 

HB566 in 2015 altered 17 Georgia House districts. Sadly, this bill passed the GA House 168-0.  Democrats and Republicans joined forces for this mid-cycle event. 

The map here shows the changes specific to HD111.  For HD 111, Green areas were added; and pink areas removed to make HD 111 safer for the incumbent. 
A “safe incumbent” needs to spend less time, money, and energy campainging and fundraising for reelection. 
And less time pying attention to voters. 
In the past 2 decades, there have been 96 redistricting attempts in GA, 66 of them successful.  (Karen McCown)




Mid-cycle redistricting is done to gain political advantage
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Deposition of Gina Wright, Exec. Director Georgia LCRO, in Georgia State 
Conference of NAACP v. State of Georgia, case no. 1:17-cv-01427-TCB-WSD-BBM, 
U.S. District Court

“When I work on a plan, I use the pending changes box, which is a 
feature in Maptitude that shows you how your numbers change as 
you select that geography you’re selecting. . . . And you can set and 
move which fields you want to have in that change box as you go. 
So for me I usually keep a combination. I like to have the political 
data there as well as other data, racial data, population data, all of 
those other things.”

“…objective was to make these districts, if at all possible, anyway, better 
for these incumbents to get reelected.”l

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How do we know that mid-cycle redistricting is done for political advantage? The state was sued over the 2015 mid-cycle event.  Gina Wright, the Exec. Director of the Legislative and Congressional Reapportionment Office, admitted in a deposition that the objective was to make the districts safer for incumbents.
A safer district is one in which incumbants have a strong majority of voters. 
So they don’t need to spend their time and money campaigning – or serving their voters, because they know they will win easily. 
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Twenty Years of Decennial and Mid-decade Redistricting

• 2 decennial redistricting 
cycles

• 1 court-ordered adjustment 
of maps

• 6 successful mid-decade 
adjustments (64 districts 
changed)

• 9 failed mid-decade 
adjustments (33 attempted 
changes)

Source: FDGA analysis 
of GGA redistricting bills
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Here is a graphic of recycling and gerrymandering  in GA. Between 2000 and 2020.  
Each vertical line represents a redistricting event. 
The heavy lines are the decennial (every 10 year) redistricting. 
The decennial redistricting is required by the US Constitution. 
The fainter lines represent mid-cycle gerrymanders. These are disallowed in many states, but allowed in GA. 
The tall lines represent successful gerrymanders. The short lines are gerrymanders that were unsuccessfu. 
2 decentennial redistricting attempts., by dems in 2000, revised by the court in 2003 (Greay line). by Reps in 2021
6 successsful mid-decade adjustments resulted in 64 district changes
9 failed mid-decade adjustments failed to change 33 districts. 
97 total districts changed via mid-cycle gerrymandering in this period. 



Democrats and Republicans have a long history of 
partisan redistricting in Georgia

Sources: Text of various Georgia General Assembly bills 18

GA House D D R R R R R R R R
GA 
Senate

D R R R R R R R R R

Session 2001-2 2003-4 2005-6 2007-8 2009-10 2011-12 2013-14 2015-16 2017-18 2019-20

Democrats 
redistrict per 
2000 census

2004; US Supreme Court (Larios v. 
Cox) orders state redistricting due 
to Democratic gerrymandering.  
GGA fails to redistrict.  2004 
election uses court-drawn maps. 

2006; Republicans alter 
11 GGA districts and all 13 
congressional districts

Independent Redistricting 
Task Force ordered by 
Gov. Purdue

Republicans redistrict 
per 2010 census

2012 mid-cycle 
redistricting by 
Republicans alters 23 
GGA districts

Many proposals for laws or constitutional amendments for Independent 
Redistricting Commissions.  None passed by General Assembly.

2015 Republicans 
alter 17 GGA 
districts

Mid-cycle totals: 97 attempted district alterations, 64 successful
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This is more complex graphic history of gerrymanders in Georgia, 2000-2020. that describes each event.
Blue boxes are when the legislature was controlled by democrats. Red boxes are when the legislature was controlled by republicans. 
2002 democrat. 2004 – Court changes ga state legislature when ruled unfair. 6, 8, 10 – Republican mid-cycle gerrymanders. 
11-12 Decennial redistricting. 13-24, 15-16, 17-18 Republican mid-cycle gerrymanders. 
This slide will be available on our website after the presentation so you can study the details if you choose. 
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Mid-cycle Redistricting Sustains Partisan Advantage (GA House)  

Same seats

Notes: statewide 
votes = president, 
senate, governor.
Seats counted as 
elected, excludes 
party switches

Source: FDGA analysis of GA Secy. of State election data

Principle:
More votes = 
More seats

Fewer votes = 
Fewer seats 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is another way  to illustrate the effects of mid-cycle using State House as the example.  It shows that 1) mid-cycle redistricting in 2005 followed court-drawn maps, thus unnecessary, 2) Mid-cycle adjustments in 2012 created a GOP super-majority even though GOP vote share was declining, and 3) mid-cycle adjustments in 2015 helped sustain the partisan advantage.  You can decide if you want to use it.
Looking at the last 20 years together, you can see that both parties used redistricting to maintain partisan control.  The red line shows the GOP vote share, and the black line shows the seat share.  
When the Democrats controlled redistricting - the time periods with the blue background - the GOP vote share increased, but the seat share in the House didn’t change
	When the courts drew the lines - the time with the gray background - House seat share moved more in line with voter preferences, and the seat-share responded to the vote-share
	And then when the GOP controlled decennial redistricting in 2011 - the time periods with the red background - their vote share decrease and their seat share actually increased to a supermajority
The only time when the voter preferences and seat share are aligned was after the courts drew the maps
	% of seats shows seats won in the election.  
	After 2002 election, 2 elected Democrats switched parties for 2003-4 leg session.
After 2004 election, 3 elected Dems switched to Rep for 2005-06 session.





Since 2005, there have been
97 mid-cycle gerrymander 

attempts in Georgia,
For 64 districts, they were successful

20
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To summarize, Since 2001, there have been 97 mid-cycle gerrymander attempts in GA, 64 of them successful! 64 districts changed as a result of mid-cycle gerrymandering. 
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Mid-cycle Gerrymandering Accelerates 
Georgia’s Gerrymandering

Gerrymandering leads to
• Uncontested seats
• Underrepresentation
For Voters, 
Gerrymandering is
• Polarizing
• Discouraging

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ML
The people in power want to stay in power so they draw lines to give themselves and members of their party “safe” seats. 
The Voting Rights Act of 1965, is a law that says that we cannot draw lines that are unfair to racial groups. 
But politicians have consistently, for years, drawn lines to give themselves political advantage. And the results are: 
Uncontested elections  Other parties choose not to waste resources running a candidates in districts with safe, non-competitive seats. So many races have just one candidate running? That is what happens in GA because of Gerrymandering!
Underrepresentation – candidates who don’t have to work for re-election don’t have to represent their voters
Polarization – elections are decided in the primaries, in which the most extreme voters participate
Voter discouragement: people don’t see that their votes matter and stay home. 
Thanks. Now I’ll turn this over to Linda Gooding, who will introduce Senator Elena Parent.



Senator 
Elena Parent
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Elena Parent intro

It is my great pleasure to introcue My State Senator, Elena Parent. Wife, Mom, Senator. Served in the GA House 2011-12. She was gerrymandered out of her district in 2012. In 2014 she was electted to the GA Senate where she serves today. 
Senator Parent has been the leader in Georgia in working toward fair redistricting since her election to the senate. In each session since 2014, she has introduced legislation to provide transparency, standards, and an independent citizen’s commission to draw election maps in GA. 
https://www.elenaparent.com/
Now I’d like to give the floor, to Elena parent, who’s going to introduce our next speaker. 



3. WHAT CAN WE DO TO 
STOP THE TRAVESTY OF 
MID-CYCLE 
GERRYMANDERING?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now we are going to talk about what we can do to stop this travesty 



 a. Keep a Watchful Eye of 
Legislative Actions and Respond

24

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first thing we need to do is to pay attention. 
Here are two examples of what paying attention to our legislators can do:



Citizens Made a Difference on HB515 in 2017

Legislators proposed a mid-cycle 
gerrymander, HB515.
Citizens collaborated to:

Communicate with the Senate and House 
Committees.

Attend the Senate hearing on HB515 (over 
200 citizens packed the hearing room).

As a result, the bill was dropped. 

CITIZENS HAVE POWER!!!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our key lesson is that when someone is watching, legislators can change their minds and do the right thing. 
When HB 515 proposed gerrymanders in 2017. 
Citizens collaborated to:
Communicate with the Senate and House Committees. 
Attend the Senate hearings on HB515 (over 200 citizens packed the hearing room).
As a result, the bill was dropped. 

At the first hearing, Legislators were shocked that so many citizens showed up to bear witness that they postponed discussin and scheduled another hearing at the last minute for 7:30 am. Legislators were thinking no one would show up. And, just in case, they had 4 police officers standing in the back of the room!  




2017  HB 515
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At the 7:30 AM  hearing, even more citizens showed up to fill the room. And we posed for selfies with the officers. 
The legislators were too embarrassed to consider the gerrymander bill with so many looking, that they tabled the legislation.  



CITIZENS HAVE POWER!

March 5, 2019: Republican and Demo  
sponsored a bill to redraw the lines betwee   
districts, making each a “safer” district.

Public Outcry: Citizend contacted thei  
representatives about the unfairniss of the  
Gerrymander.

March 9, 2019: The Representatives w  
their names from the bill and it was droppe  

2019 “Sweetheart” Gerrymandering Attempt: HB 5
7

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In 2019, there was a another brief attempt at a “sweetheart” gerrymander, in which Chuck Efstration, Republican of HD104 and and Donnna McLeod, democrat of HD105 proposed a bill in which they would  swap voters to make both of their seats safer.  (democratic voters would be moved to the republican district and vice-versa)
There was a huge outcry by the public, and some legislators as well, and the bill was dropped the next day!

So clearly the first thing we can do is pay close attention. FDGA is here to help you with that.  




b. Elect GA legislators 
who sign the FDGA 
anti-gerrymandering 
pledge. 

28
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b. Elect GA legislators who sign the FDGA anti-gerrymandering pledge. 
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FDGA has introduced a pledge in which legislators agre to support the following:

A fully transparent redistricting process with robust citizen engagement; 
Fair district maps, validated by independent experts, reflecting the diversity and communities of interest of Georgia which do not unnaturally favor any political party; 
Competitive districts that give voters meaningful candidate choices; 
An end to mid-cycle redistricting and prison gerrymandering.

We have had some legislators who have committed , but we need a lot more!.
You can help by encouraging your legislator, and any others you contact, to take this pledge!

https://www.fairdistrictsga.org/candpledge



c. Encourage our GA legislators to 
draw lines that combine whole 
communities, which would mean 
we would vote for people in our 
community to solve problems in 
our community

30
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Legislators often break up cities and counties to gerrymander districts. 
We can encourage the redistricting committee to establish rules that make keeping these communities intact as much as possible. 
There is no reason that the city of Decatur should have 5 different state house representatives!!
Districts should inclue as much as possible:
Whole Cities
Whole Counties
Whole Neighborhoods
Whole commnities of interest




d. Work to elect legislators on the 
State and Federal level who will 
pass legislation to promote fair 
redistricting.

31

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
John R Lewis Voting Rights Advancement  Act was just re-introduced in Congress this week. This act would ban  partisan gerrymandering for federal congressional district. It enhances protections for minorities in redistricting. It restores the abilities to address partisan  gerrymandering in federal courts.  It also updates the formula for which states need to be a part of pre clearance formula.
This would make gerrymandering less severe for the future nationally.  



The Democracy Act

The Democracy Act is a legislative solution to 
partisan gerrymandering in Georgia. It requires 
the election of legislators to the Georgia 
General Assembly who have made a 
commitment to legislative relief for partisan 
gerrymandering. The act provides for solutions 
to partisan gerrymandering in Georgia

32



U.S. Freedom To Vote Act – S.2344
For Congressional redistricting only

Bans partisan gerrymandering
Bans mid-decade redistricting
Adds new protections for minority districts 

(VRA+)
Codifies communities of interest
Allows lawsuits in Federal Court (overturns 

Rucho)
Applies to Georgia’s 2021 Congressional plan

9/22/23 33

Call/write/tweet your Senator and Representative!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Updated by Ken Lawler 9/22/23



John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act

Redistricting provisions 
New pre-clearance criteria based on history of voting rights 

issues instead of specifically named states

Redistricting violations count towards pre-clearance criteria

Codifies into law redistricting criteria from Gingles case and the 
Senate factors

Requires pre-clearance for redistricting plan if minority 
population in a changed district increases by 20% or more

Requires public notice of redistricting changes

Limits ability to stall relief if election “too close”

9/22/23 34

Call/write/tweet your Senator and Representative!

HR14
Re-introduced September 

19, 2023

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Updated by Ken Lawler 9/22/23



 e. Encourage our GA legislators to 
pass legislation that outlaws mid-
cycle redistricting. 

We need to be Action Ready!

35
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This could be a bipartisan win
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Pending GA Redistricting Litigation - statewide

36

Lawsuit Map(s) Complaint Lead legal org

Pendergrass v. 
Raffensberger

Congressional Federal VRA violation, requests new Black majority 
district in western Atlanta suburbs

Adam Sparks; Perkins 
Coie; Elias Law Group / 
Marc Elias

Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity v. 
Raffensberger

State House and 
Senate

Federal VRA violation.  Lack of Black majority districts in 
many areas of state.  Cites long history of discrimination 

ACLU-GA / Rahul 
Garabadu; WilmerHale

GA NAACP, et. al. v. 
State of Georgia, 
Kemp, Raffensberger

Congressional, 
State House, 
State Senate

Federal VRA, 14th & 15th  Amendment violations for 
minorities in general, cites many districts in each plan, 
very broad complaint

Lawyer’s Committee for 
Civil Rights

Common Cause & 
LWV v. 
Raffensberger

Congressional Violates 14th Amendment equal protection clause, not 
VRA.  Challenges 6th, 13th, 14th districts as racial 
gerrymanders

Southern Poverty Law 
Center

Grant, et. al. v. 
Raffensberger & 
State Election Board

State House and 
Senate

Federal VRA violation due to lack of Black majority 
districts in specific areas.  Seeks 3 more Black majority 
seats in State Senate & 5 more in House.

Adam Sparks; Perkins 
Coie; Elias Law Group / 
Marc Elias

* Federal Court Trail with Judge Steve Jones September 5-14

* Federal 3 Judge Panel Trial (includes Judge Jones) scheduled to start November 13  

*

*

*

*

*

Presenter Notes
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Right now, the courts are holding hearings on the five lawsuits challenging themost recent decennial GA maps from 2021. They challenged the districts because they did not represent interests of Black majority districs and propose alternate ddistricts that would better represent Black Georgians. 
Two weeks of hearings were just heeld on three of the lasuits (red stars) in Federal Court with Judge Steve Jones Septemver 5-24.
Two more (green stars) are scheduled before a 3-Judge panel starting November 13.
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• Recruited volunteers to attend, 
observe and report throughout the 
trial—17 volunteers participated 

• Successfully covered all but one 
morning of the 8 day trial

• Observation reports shared with 
the America Votes table 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fair Districts GA was watching! 
We Recruited volunteers to attend, observe and report throughout the trial—17 volunteers participated 
We Successfully covered all but one morning of the 8 day trial
Observvers provided Observation reports shared with the America Votes Table 

We will continue this action in the November hearings. You are welcome to join our watch group.

We will be ready for any additional action needed when the results are announced and if and when new districts are drawn. 
bit.ly/FDGACourtCorp




2/20/20

But it’s a long-term process 
• We need to continue to push for changes in redistricting 

in GA. Changes that
• End mid-cycle redistricting
• Provide for transparency in drawing districts
• Approve standards and protocols that promote fair 

districts in Georgia
• We need to watch the process very closely to make sure 

our legislators represent our best interests in drawing 
disricts. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 
Ken or Janet:
Our legislature could fix this quickly simply by voting to end mid-cycle gerrymandering.
They can also pass Transparency and/or Standards and adopt protocols that include transparency or standards. These changes do not require changing our constitution, just changing the will of our representatives. 

We need to keep our eye on the process and keep the pressure on that it is one that creates fair districts for GA. 






2/20/20

Questions 
and 

Discussion

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Janet 
Thank you Senator Parent! �Now it’s time to consider your questions. 

(Janet fields uestions from chat)



2/20/20

If we want to restore real democracy in 
America, we must eliminate the deliberate 
unfairness of gerrymandering. the political 
parites have taken American hostage. It is 
time for us gain our freedom from 
gerrymandering rule by both political 
parties.
Fixing American  Government 
requires fixing gerrmandering.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Linda - Closing statement
If we want to restore real democracy in America, we must eliminate the deliberate unfairness of gerrymandering. the political parites have taken American hostage. It is time for us gain our freedom from gerrymandering rule by both political parties.
Fixing American  Government �requires fixing gerrmandering

Thank you so much for being here.




FDGA Resources on This Topic

• The History of Redistricting Page
• The Past Presentations page
• A Mid Cycle Assessment- Brennan Center For Justice-

http://www.brennancenter.org
• How Gerrymandering is Undermining American 

Democracy by Joe Bankpff- Ted Talks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’re adding a few resources on mid-cyclle gerrymandering for your use. 


(Barbara puts resources in chat.)




https://fairdistrictsga.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/COM/pages/81199142/History+of+Georgia+Redistricting#Georgia-Mid-Decade-Redistricting-Summary
https://fairdistrictsga.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/COM/pages/605126657/Presentations+Page
http://www.brennancenter.org/
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