


Agenda
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• What	did	the	court	order?
– Oct	26	ruling

• What	happened	during	special	legislative	session?
– How	did	the	legislature	draw	new	maps?
– How	did	Fair	Districts	GA	assess	the	maps?

• What	was	the	Final	Court	ruling?
– December	28

• Are	the	maps	fair?
• Tell	us	your	story	–	how	are	you	affected?
• Join	our	Town	Hall	team
• Q/A

1/22/24



GA Redistricting Litigation 2021 maps
 (statewide cases)
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Lawsuit Map(s) Complaint Lead legal org

Pendergrass v. 
Raffensberger

Congressional Federal VRA violation, requests new Black majority 
district in western Atlanta suburbs

Adam Sparks; Perkins 
Coie; Elias Law Group / 
Marc Elias

Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity v. 
Raffensberger

State House and 
Senate

Federal VRA violation.  Lack of Black majority districts in 
many areas of state.  Cites long history of discrimination 

ACLU-GA / Rahul 
Garabadu; WilmerHale

GA NAACP, et. al. v. 
State of Georgia, 
Kemp, Raffensberger

Congressional, 
State House, 
State Senate

Federal VRA, 14th & 15th  Amendment violations for 
minorities in general, cites many districts in each plan, 
very broad complaint

Lawyer’s Committee for 
Civil Rights

Common Cause & 
LWV v. 
Raffensberger

Congressional Violates 14th Amendment equal protection clause, not 
VRA.  Challenges 6th, 13th, 14th districts as racial 
gerrymanders

Southern Poverty Law 
Center

Grant, et. al. v. 
Raffensberger & 
State Election Board

State House and 
Senate

Federal VRA violation due to lack of Black majority 
districts in specific areas.  Seeks 3 more Black majority 
seats in State Senate & 5 more in House.

Adam Sparks; Perkins 
Coie; Elias Law Group / 
Marc Elias

* December 28, 2023 decision has been appealed as of January 22, 2024
* Federal 3 Judge Panel Trial (includes Judge Jones) deferred

*

*

*

*

*



Federal Court Order 
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• On	October	26th,	in	a	516	page	opinion,	Judge	
Steve	Jones	ruled	that	the	State	violated	the	
Voting	Rights	Act	and	ordered	specific	remedies	
in	the	Grant,	Alpha	Phi	Alpha,	and	Pendergrass	
cases

• Remedy	maps	were	ordered	with	a	due	date	of	
December	8th

• If	the	State	is	unable	or	unwilling	to	enact	
remedial	plans	that	satisfy	the	court	by	
December	8th,	the	court	will	draw	or	adopt	
remedial	plans	

• The	court	enjoined	the	State	from	further	use	of	
the	current	maps	in	any	future	election	 1/22/24



Court Ordered Remedies 
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• Congress
– One	more	majority-Black	district	in	west-metro	Atlanta	

• State	Senate
– Two	additional	majority-Black	districts	in	south-metro	Atlanta

• State	House
– Two	additional	majority-Black	districts	in	south-metro	Atlanta
– One	additional	majority-Black	district	in	west-metro	Atlanta
– Two	additional	majority-Black	districts	in	and	around	Macon-

Bibb		
• The	State	can	not	remedy	by	eliminating	minority	
opportunity	districts	anywhere	else	in	the	plans

1/22/24



We asked legislature to set politics aside…
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Special Session Advocacy 
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• “Day	at	the	Capitol”	on	opening	day	in	partnership	with	LWVGA
• “Gold	Dome	Team”		attended	through	session
• Testimony	on	each	of	the	proposed	maps;	remedy	map	analysis	

legislative	handouts		
• Joint	redistricting	coalition	participation
• Media	engagement	

1/22/24



2023 Redistricting Recap:
Rapid Map Analysis and Scoring
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• Analyzed	maps	and	produced	scorecards	within	1	
hour

• Immediately	published	on	website	and	social	
media

• Two-part	pass-fail	test
– Did	map	add	the	Black	voting	districts	per	court	
order?

– Did	map	include	unrelated	political	changes?

1/22/24



Scorecards provide a wealth of information
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Court finding and order – Congressional map
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4 districts violating VRA

New Black majority 
district ordered in 
West Metro ATL

Congressional map 
enacted 2021

1/22/24



Changes in Congressional map proposed by 
Committee chair
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Court-directed 
change

Unnecessary change 
– partisan take-back

Total districts changed: 9/14
Population moved: 28.8%

1/22/24



Before-and-after view of Congressional map
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Total districts changed: 9/14
Population moved: 28.8%

Court-directed 
change

Unnecessary change 
– partisan take-back

1/22/24



Scorecards for Congressional Maps

13

Proposed by Committee Chair - Enacted Proposed by Democratic Caucus

1/22/24



Changes in Congressional map proposed by 
Democratic Caucus
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Court-directed 
change

No changes to 
CD5 or CD7

Total districts changed: 8/14
Population moved: 25.4%

1/22/24



Court finding and order – State Senate map
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10 districts 
violating 
VRA

2 new Black 
majority 
districts 
ordered in 
South Metro 
ATL

State Senate map 
enacted 2021

1/22/24



Changes in State Senate map proposed by 
Committee chair
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Court-directed 
changes

Unnecessary 
changes – partisan 
take-back

Total districts changed: 15/56
Population moved: 14.4%

1/22/24



Before-and-after view of Senate map
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Total districts changed: 15/56
Population moved: 14.4%

1/22/24



Scorecards for Senate Maps
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Proposed by Committee Chair - Enacted Proposed by Democratic Caucus

1/22/24



Democratic Caucus Senate map made fewer changes
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Committee chair map
Total districts changed: 15/56=27%
Population moved: 14.4%

Dem Caucus map
Total districts changed: 10/56=18%
Population moved: 8.4%

1/22/24



Court finding and order – State House map
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5 districts 
violating 
VRA

New Black 
majority districts 
ordered in South 
(2) & West (1) 
Metro ATL

State House map 
enacted 2021 (North 
GA)

1/22/24



Court finding and order – State House map
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6 districts 
violating 
VRA

2 new Black 
majority districts 
ordered in 
Macon/Bibb 
area

State House 
map enacted 
2021 
(Macon/Bibb 
region)

1/22/24



Changes in State House map proposed by Committee chair
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Court-directed 
changes

Unnecessary 
changes – partisan 
take-back

Total districts changed: 
57/180
Population moved: 15.7%

1/22/24



Before-and-after view of State House map
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Total districts changed: 
57/180 = 32%
Population moved: 15.7%

1/22/24



Scorecards for State House Maps
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Proposed by Committee Chair - Enacted Proposed by Democratic Caucus

1/22/24



Democratic Caucus House map made far fewer changes
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Committee chair map
Total districts changed: 57/180=32%
Population moved: 15.7%

Dem Caucus map
Total districts changed: 22/180=12%
Population moved: 6.0%

1/22/24



Fair Districts GA at Special Session
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• Testified	at	6	committee	
hearings

• Scorecards	were	important	
part	of	the	conversation	and	
floor	debate

• We	objected	to	the	principle	
that	maps	should	maintain	
existing	partisan	balance.

Key takeaway: Mid-cycle redistricting continues

1/22/24



Final Court Decision on 2023 Maps – 12/28/23

27

• Senate	&	House	maps
– Plaintiffs	argued	that	Black	voting	

opportunity	in	areas	of	violation	was	not	
significantly	improved	in	drawing	of	new	
BVAP	Districts.

– Judge	was	not	persuaded.
• Congressional	map

– Plaintiffs	argued	that	elimination	of	minority-
majority	district	CD7	violated	the	VRA.

– Judge	ruled	that	case	was	limited	to	Black	
voting	issues,	not	all	minorities	as	a	group.

1/22/24

Appealed as of January 22, 2024



Are the new maps fair?
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• VRA
• Partisan	ref.	PGP	scores

1/22/24

Minority 
representation Partisan balance

VRA compliance Partisan 
lean 
2021 map

Letter grade 
(Princeton)

Partisan lean 
2023 map

Estimated 
change to 
grade *

Congressional Improved for Black 
voters, not for 
minorities as a whole

+2 
Republican

C +2 Republican No change

State Senate Improved for Black 
voters

+5 
Republican

F +5 Republican No change

State House Improved for Black 
voters

+8 
Republican

B +7 Republican Slightly 
improved

* Note: Princeton 
Gerrymandering Project has not 
formally graded the 2023 maps



Fair maps are an essential part of 
Free and Fair Elections

1/22/24
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• Free	and	Fair	Elections	require
– Fair	conduct	of	the	election
– Fair	maps	that	allow	for	competition



Mid-cycle redistricting 

1/22/24
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• Mid-cycle	redistricting	=	redrawing	maps	for	political	purposes
– Between	census	cycles
– Unnecessary	changes	added	to	court-ordered	maps

• Allowed	by	2006	Georgia	state	court	case
• 66	district	changes	since	2006	in	4	major	waves

Wave Purpose Districts changed

2006 “Correcting” maps drawn by Democrats in 2001, but after court 
had redrawn and/or approved them in 2004 Federal court case

All 13 Congressional 
11 Assembly 

2012 Additional changes following 2011 decennial maps approved 23 Assembly

2015 Improve incumbents’ election chances 17 Assembly

2023 Partisan take-backs following court-ordered fixes to VRA 
violations

1 Congressional
5 Assembly

Comprehensive report: FDGA September 2023 Town Hall



Explore the new maps  
FairDistrictsGA.org/georgia-explorer

31
1/22/24



Tell Us Your Story
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How	do	the	new	enacted	maps	affect	you?
Email	a	paragraph	to	info@fairdistrictsga.org

● Did	your	legislator(s)	change?
● How	does	your	new	district	reflect	your	
interests	or	not?

● Is	there	a	personal	impact	for	you?



Volunteers make Town Halls happen

33

• Coordinator
– Eventbrite	set	up	
– Run-of-show
– Dry	run	Zoom
– Assemble	volunteer	team
– 5-6	events	/	year,	~10	hours	per	event

• Zoom	team
– Zoom	hosts	–	primary	and	back-up
– Chat	monitor	/	Q/A	coordinator
– Chat	messenger	–	posts	links	&	resources

1/22/24



34
1/22/24



35

Thank you

Email: info@fairdistrictsga.org

Twitter: @FairDistrictsGA

Web: fairdistrictsga.org

Facebook: @FairDistrictsGA

Instagram: @FairDistrictsGA

@FDGAvenFairDistrictsGA.org/donate

Next Town Hall

TBD

Your support made this program possible 
– Thank you!


